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Friends,  we  shall  start  the  week  with  the  tale  of  an  alleged  cure-all, 
known  as  Go pal  Bindu. 

Our  Washington  correspondent  points  out  that  this  story  has  a  moral. 
It  will  show  you  what  far-fetched,  ridiculous,   fraudulent,  and  dangerous  claims 
might  he  made  for  proprietary  medicines  sold  in  the  United  States  if  there 
were  no  Federal  Food  and  Drugs  Act  to  protect  consumers. 

Now  Gopal  Bindu  originated  in  that  land  of  mystery  and  romance  — 
India.     The  package  was  on  its  way  to  a  customer  in  Ahilene,  Texas,  when  it 
was  intercepted  at  the  port  of  Baltimore,  and  denied  entry  into  the  United 
States  "because  of  "gross  mishranding. "     Our  correspondent  says  that  "gross 
mishranding"  is  an  understatement,  when  you  know  the  facts  ahout  this  medicine. 
Here  are  some  of  the  statements  from  a  letter  that  accompanied  this  magic 
cure-all ; 

"Gopal  Bindu  is  a  marvellous  Curine  for  all  deseases  of  men  and  women 
and  Children  which,  when  Goes  down  the  throat,  at  once  grapples  with  the 
desease,  no  matter  be  it  any  where  in  side  the  body,  and  continues  fighting 
until  the  desease  is  automatically  disappeared.     Gopal  Bindu"  (still  quoting) 
"is  also  a  Marvellouse  Curine  for  eruptions,   snake  bites  and  bites  of  other 
virulent  insects  and  animals  out  side  the  body.   .   . " 

"That's  enough,"  writes  our  correspondent,   "to  show  you  why  the  product 
violated  the  Federal  Food  and  Drug  law,  and  was  denied  entry  into  the  United 
States.     However,"  she  continues,   "if  you  want  to  be  truly  thankful  for  a 
Federal  law  that  protects  you  from  such  fake  cure-alls,  listen  to  a  few  more 
statements  from  the  letter  written  by  the  manufacturer  of  Gopal  Bindu  to  his 
customer  in  Abilene,  Texas.     Quoting  directly: 

"'Really  speaking  Gopal  Bindu  is  only  a  self  cure  for  all  diseases  and 
pains  internal  and  external;  .   .   .  its  3,  k  or  5  drops  are  rubbed  or  applied 
once  or  twice  to  a  place  one  feels  pain,  the  pain  is  no  more;   .   .   .  suppose 
one  is  effected  by  cholera  the  man  so  effected  should  be  given  k  or  5  drops 
Gopal  Bindu  at  half  an  hour  interval  until  he  recovers;   ...   in  case  of  eye 
trouble  it  may  be  applied  below  the  eye  on  both  sides  of  the  nostrils;   .   .  . 
if  you  feel  your  stomach  is  overloaded  with  food  or  other  edibles,  you  must 
take  2,3  drops  of  Gopal  Bindu  and  then  immediately  after  you  will  feel  you 
have  practically  taken  no  food;  ...   if  you  feel  constipation  it  will  do  it  off 
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and  if  you  feel  dysentery  it  will  stop  that.     Dear  Sir,  perhaps  the  above  is 
much  to  make  you  believe  that  Gopal  Bindu  is  itself  cure  for  all  deseases  of 
men,  women,   children  and  animals  as  is  generally  known  in  India  and  want  no 
support  whatsoever  in  any  case. 1 

"And  that,"  states  our  correspondent,   "concludes  the  story  of  Gopal 
Bindu,  alleged  cure-all  from  Lahore,   India,  denied  entry  at  the  port  of  Balti- 
more for  violation  of  the  Federal  Food  and  Drugs  Act,   in  that  it  was  grossly 
misbranded.     Now  and  then,"  comments  our  Washington  reporter,   "we  have  some 
'gross  misbrandings'   in  our  own  country,  but  never  before  have  I  run  across 
one  quite  so  gross. " 

Now  let's  follow  our  correspondent  about  the  country,  for  brief  visits 
at  the  various  Stations  of  the  Federal  Food  and  Drug  Administration. 

First  stop,  Atlanta,  Georgia.     Here  we  learn  about  a  creamery  fined 
$200  for  selling  filthy  butter.     The  defendant ,  who  entered  a  plea  of  guilty, 
argued  that  the  Government  had  to  use  a  microscope  to  identify  the  more  than 
100  pieces  of  filth  found  in  a  five-pound  sample  of  his  packing- stock  butter. 
The  Judge  said  he  was  glad  the  Food  and  Drug  Administration  had  such  good 
microscopes;  the  fact  that  the  filth  was  not  visible  to  the  consumer  made  the 
offenso  all  the  more  reprehensible,   said  the  Judge. 

Second  stop,   Seattle,  Washington,  where  Food  and  Drug  inspectors  are 
busy  with  the  salmon  pack.     Quoting  directly:     "The  193^  salmon  pack  is  only 
a  little  better  than  the  1935  pack,  which  was  penalized  by  heavy  seizures 
of  decomposed  salmon  and  the  prosecution  of  more  than  half  the  canned  salmon 
packers  in  the  United  States." 

The  last  item  in  today's  report  is  an  editorial  from  a  weekly  journal 
for  the  canning  trade,   called  "The  Canner. "     Quoting  the  editorial: 

"There  have  been  far  too  many  seizures  of  canned  and  preserved  foods 
by  government  agencies  in  the  last  six  or  seven  months.     Singularly,  a  number 
of  the  packers  involved  are  companies  with  excellent  reputations  for  integrity 
It  has  proved  rather  surprising  to  find  some  of  the  industry's  proudest  names 
in  recent  lists  of  those  paying  fines  for  short-weight,  adulterated  or  decom- 
posed foods. 

"Probably  (still  quoting)  the  food  industries  will  always  find  them- 
selves wearing  a  ragged  fringe  of  manufacturers  who  habitually  mislead, 
deceive  and  gyp  their  customers.     They  are  fast  on  their  feet  but  usually 
not  fast  enough  to  sidestep  or  run  away  from  the  Food  and  Drug  Administration 
inspectors.     In  the  long  run  they  can  be  kept  under  fairly  effective  control. 
THE  GAMER  (meaning  the  weekly  journal)  has  no  interest  in  this  type  of  food 
packer  other  than  to  see  him  get  into  some  other  business." 

That  concludes  the  editorial.     It  emphasizes  what  our  official  corres- 
pondent has  pointed  out  many  times  —  that  only  the  "ragged  fringe"  of  food 
manufacturers  "mislead,  deceive  and  gyp  their  customers . " 

But  the  Federal  Food  and  Drug  Administration,   comments  our  Washington 
reporter,  is  always  on  the  watch  for  this  small  minority  of  offenders.     As  the 
editorial  states,  they  are  fast  on  their  feet  but  usually  not  fast  enough  to 
sidestep  the  Food  and  Drug  Administration  inspectors  —  whose  job  it  is  to 
protect  •onsumers  from  adulteration  and  menaces  to  health  in  food  and  drugs 
shipped  irj  interstate  commerce. 
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